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Lubeck in the early days of the sixteenth century, and
was burgomaster of the town in the clays when
Gustavus Vasa arrived there as a fugitive. Indeed,
he is said to have been one of the most zealous friends
and protectors of the young Vasa. When the Re-
formation dissensions began to stir in the city, Bromsc
was among the most pronounced opponents of the
purer creed, and repeatedly, by his personal inter-
ference, retarded its introduction. Indeed once, after
it was officially introduced, he succeeded, in virtue of
his personal influence with Charles V., in getting the
Lutheran creed forbidden in the town. In so doing,
however, he somewhat exceeded his limits; his action
aroused suspicion in the council and hatred among
the citizens ; and finally, in 1532, he had to resign his
post and fly secretly from Liibeck to escape the wrath
of his enemies, lie made his way to the imperial
Court, at that time located in Brussels, and there he
gained the ear and favour of Charles. Thence he
watched with anxious curiosity the course which
events were taking in his native town. He was biding
his time to revenge himself upon the city that had
ejected him, and upon the burgomaster who had
supplanted him in popular favour.

When Nicholas Bromse learnt how the Hanseatic
Diet had censured the action of Jiirgen Wullcnweber,
he thought that the time for which he had long waited
had come. He employed all his personal influence
with the emperor to induce him to take a decisive
step against the city of Liibeck, and with good result.
For there issued from the imperial council chamber,
June 7, 1535, a decree, stating that unless within six